Survey
Railway. The entire length of roads required by this
Eailway is 296 miles which would cost nearly Rs. 16 53
lakhs. On the South Indian Railway, the length of such
roads is only 25 miles costing about Rs, 2-18 lakhs. The
Bengal Nagpur Railway which serves the northern part
of the Presidency is in need of 46 miles which would cost
Rs. 3-23 lakhs.
Generally speaking, therefore, this Presidency is well
served with roads and has the highest total for the whole
of India Most of the stations that require connexion
with the road system are located in areas already very
well provided with roads on which transport is mainly
by bullock carts. Apart from these, there is great need
for the development of marketing roads. The addi-
tional recurring charges on account of annual maintenance
in conjunction with trunk roads would, the Engineer
anticipates, be Rs 14-28 lakhs. In short, the entire cost
of road development as suggested by the Special Officer
is expected to be Rs. 611-15 lakhs and the actual
cost of maintenance alone is expected to come to Rs. 23
lakhs per annum. Needless to say, the scheme is very
ambitious and would necessitate huge expenditure for the
finance of which revenue alone cannot be relied upon. The
need is so urgent and the economic possibilities so
great that it has got to be undertaken. It can hardly be
emphasised too much that the agriculturist's weak staying
power is essentially due to his inability to find good
markets. Perennially in want and crushed by heavy debts,
he cannot dfforcl to wait until a more propitious time
to effect the sale of his produce, so that the crop is
sold as soon as it is harvested.18 'More often, since
loans are raised on the hypothecation of the standing
crop, he has absolutely no control over its sale Whether
it is he who sells the produce or his creditor is immaterial,
In any event, both would need good roads to enable
18   Vide, Central Banking Enquiry Committee Report
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